
INSIDE TRACK

PURE LUXURY 
Addo’s Nyathi 
Rest Camp offers 
classy lodg-
ings and, most 
importantly, 
tranquillity.

N Y A T H I  R E S T  C A M P
A D D O  E L E P H A N T  N A T I O N A L  P A R K

TOP NOTCH
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The modern luxury traveller will look far to find self-
catering accommodation of this calibre in the bush. With 
lofty ceilings, an eclectic mix of indigenous style and 
furnishings, plus a huge open kitchen, this could be your 
sophisticated home from home. By Bridgena Barnard

Each chalet has a 
private deck that 
incorporates a 
splash pool.
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INSIDE TRACK

As we passed through Nyathi 
Rest Camp’s gate, solitude 
and serenity washed over me. 
It’s a world away from the 

tourists and wildlife devotees in neigh-
bouring Addo Main Camp.

Thatched roofs appeared through Al-
bany thicket, their sharply defined profiles 
rising into the azure sky. Inside, tradition-
al Xhosa design married modern luxury, 
starting with long, slender oryx-horn door 
handles. The spacious and opulent living 
area gave way to breathtaking 180-degree 
views from the balcony. 

I opened the block-out curtains and 
stepped onto the balcony to find an en-
tertainment area concealed on the side of 
the unit, featuring a crystal clear pool for 
two and a braai. A well-designed kitchen 

contributed to the ease of prepping food 
and drink. The kitchen view flowed be-
yond the living area and balcony, into the 
wild. I had to force myself to focus on 
sorting out something to eat rather than 
the surroundings outside. 

We sat on the balcony and indulged 
ourselves in wildlife roaming across the 
seasonal river. Kudu quenched their 
thirst right below us, watched by ba-
boon troops. Elephants grazed on lush 
green vegetation, a small herd of buffalo 
ambled past and amusing warthogs ran 
along in family order. A first for me were 
two bush pig sightings. 

Later in the afternoon we strolled 
down to the waterhole behind the units, 
basking in the sun and enjoying a differ-
ent view. Birding entertainment included 

Night sneaked silently over the horizon,              bringing new sounds and calls.
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mousebird, jackal buzzard, Cape bulbul, 
various doves, the echoes of Burchell’s 
coucal and a rock thrush.

Night sneaked silently over the horizon, 
bringing new sounds and calls. A candy-
floss mist moved in and wrapped the 
camp in a soft blanket. I whispered to my-
self, “Do I really want to share the news of 
this wonderful spot with those in search 
of complete isolation and tranquillity?”

This jewel is perfect for a luxurious 
break from everyday responsibilities and 
pressures, or if you need new encour-
agement. Without cellphone reception, 
you can enjoy the silence and beauty of 
the Zuurberg surroundings free from 
interruptions. We sipped on beverages, 
engaged in conversation and shared 
memories, but mostly sat in complete 
silence, just us and the bush. /

TRIP PLANNER
Getting there Nyathi Rest Camp is 12 km from Addo Main Gate, at the foot of the Zuurberg. 
Conservation fees R62 an adult, R31 a child, valid Wild Card members free.  
Accommodation Cottages R1 800 a night for one or two people. Family cottages, which sleep 
six, are R3 800 a night for one to four people, R480 an extra adult, R240 an extra child.
Contact SANParks Central Reservations 012-428-9111, www.sanparks.org

Addo Elephant 
National Park is 
about 70 km from 
Port Elizabeth. 

Clockwise from top 
left: Nyathi Rest Camp; 
the chalets are styl-
ishly furnished; Addo 
is known for elephant 
sightings; a bath with 
a view. 
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Night sneaked silently over the horizon,              bringing new sounds and calls.


